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gEEMARKS 

Claims 1-18 are pending. Claims L 7, 10 and 16 have been amended for clarity. No new 
matter has been added by way of the above-amendment 

I. interview 

n ner Chuo ace 1 

an Interview with Applicants' representative, Garth M. Dahlen, Phi)., Esq. (#43,575). Both 
Examiner Chuo and Examiner Crepeau were very helpful during the Interview. 

As noted on the Interview Summary form, the proposed amendments shown to the 
Exaniinei dt U view appear to overcome the rejection. The Examiner will note that the 

above-amendment is identical to the Amendment shown to the Examiner at the Interview. 

II. Issaes -iiader 35 U.S.C. $ 103 

The following rejections are pending: 

(A) Claims 1-4, 6-13 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Motomnra et al (JP 2002-015743} in view of Kobler 

(B) . Claims 5 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Motomara et nh in view ofKohler ef al. as applied to claims I and 
10 above, and further in view ofDabe et al. (US 2004/0089357). 

Applicants respectfully traverse Rejection (A) and Rejection (B). 

hi order to further clarify the distinction between the present, invention and the cited prior 
art, Applicants have amended claims 1. 7, 10 and 16 us follows: 

wherein at least ene~the neg ative electrod e selected from 
t fHi o 1 J u v, a * c j met oj m ^ a 
.; te of at least two electrode layers each containing a catalyst 
and a polymer material having a proton conducting property 



6 



. / S i Al r a 



Appi cation No 10 ?6i,52S Docket No.: 5271-01 J 1PUS1 

Aisetsinxist dated May 18, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of January 31, 2007 

The Examiner will note feat Motenrura et al. teach the combination of two catalyst layers 
1 and 2 making up the cathode whereas Motomura et al. only teach a single catalyst layer in the 
anode S. Acc Singly, t appears hat oar proposed amend en overcom actions, since 

each of the independent claims now recite that the negative electrode comprises a laminate of at 
least two electrode layers each containing a catalyst. 

It is noted hat Kol ier attempts to strengthen the bond between the catalyst layer and the 
gas diffusion layer, as stated by die Examiner. Also, in the fuel cell of Motomura, the gas 
diffusion layer 4 is formed on the surface of the catalysi laye ; < I the < t \\ < < m the above, 
if Kofaler is applied to Motomura, an adhesive layer must be formed between the cathode catalyst 
layer 3 and the gas diffusion layer 4, and accordingly, no adhesive layer would be formed 
between the catalyst layers 1 and 2. 

Based on the foregoing, the presently claimed invention is not made obvious by 
Motomura et at, Kohler et al and Dube et al. (in any combination). As such, withdrawal of 
Rejection (A) and Rejection (B) is respectfully requested. 

Ih view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 

ME €oaci«s«ra 

In view of the above remarks, it Is believed that claims are allowable. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Garth M. Dahlen, Ph.D., Esq.. Reg. 
Mo. 43,575 at the telephone number of the undersigned below, to conduct an interview in an 
effort to expedite prosecution in connection with the present application. 
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If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37.C.F.R. §§1.16 or 1,14; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Dated Ma) % < ' 



£ m >ect uily s : ed, 



By. 




John W. Bailey ...y 
Registration No.: 32,881 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH,. LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 74? 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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